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It is eighteen months since this Directory was first published in hard copy in May 2004 by
the Leveson Centre in collaboration with MHA Care Group. We hoped that it would be an
important step towards challenging many of the prevalent attitudes both in society and
church about age and ageing and that churches both nationally and locally might begin to
value and affirm the many good things that are happening amongst older people across the
country and to see older people as an enormous spiritual, political and human resource for
mission and ministry.  

The research for this publication was carried out by the Leveson Centre consultant Alison
Johnson between November 2003 and May 2004.  We are now publishing this second edition
which is available for downloading on both the Leveson Centre website
(www.levesoncentre.org.uk) and the MHA website  (www.mha.org.uk).  We have not had the
resources to check all the entries for the second edition but changes of which we are aware
have been made for the downloadable copies and for owners of the first edition, new pages
and a full list of minor amendments are available on the web or from the addresses overleaf.

The Directory aims to prevent unnecessary duplication by ensuring that people engaged in
similar work are aware of each other’s involvement and can share experiences together.  It is
in four sections: 

Section 1 National church-related organisations which are carrying out continuing work. 
(GREEN)

Section 2 Local organisations or projects in individual churches which are either 
innovative or seen by local people as important enough to employ a paid worker.

. (BLUE)

Section 3 Diocesan and similar church bodies with a particular interest in ageing issues. 
(YELLOW)

Section 4 Individuals working in this area but not specifically mentioned in the entry for 
any organisation included in the earlier sections. 
(RED)

The Appendix lists some secular bodies identified during the research which are carrying out work
of relevance to the spiritual needs of older people. (WHITE)

It is our hope that this directory will be one small step towards actualising our vision for changing
the way older people are conceptualised and responded to in all of our churches today. 

The Revd Dr James Woodward 
Director, Leveson Centre for the Study of Ageing, Spirituality and Social Policy



Disclaimer

In compiling the Directory we contacted the national headquarters of the major Christian
denominations and trawled as widely as possible for examples of church-related work with
older people. We are however very aware that there is no possibility of being comprehensive,
nor of including work carried out by other faith groups and there will be many omissions
which we hope users of this Directory will rectify by notifying us of work with which they 
are familiar.

Please send amendments/alterations/additions to Alison Johnson at the Leveson Centre.

Hard copies of this Directory are available price £7.50 (in plastic wallet) or £15.00 (in A4
binder). Orders including a cheque payable to The Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson
should be sent to Temple House, Fen End Road, Temple Balsall, Knowle, Solihull B93 0AN.
Copies can also be ordered on line using a credit card on the Leveson Centre website
www.levesoncentre.org.uk or bought in person from the Leveson Centre for only £6.00.
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•  Ascent Movement

•  Baptist Union

•  Burrswood - A Christian Hospital and 
• Place of Healing

•  Carers Christian Fellowship

•  Caritas - social action

•  Christian Care Association

•  Christian Council on Ageing

•  Christian Council on Ageing 
• Dementia Group

•  Church Action on Disability

•  Church and Blindness

•  Church Army

•  Conference of Religious Healthcare 
• Services (CHS)

•  Faithworks 

•  Forty Three (40:3) Trust

•  Friends Spirituality and Ageing Project

•  Grandparents Network

•  Leveson Centre for the Study of Ageing, 
• Spirituality and Social Policy

•  Living Spirituality Network

•  Methodist Church - Public Life and 
• Social Justice

•  MHA Care Group - Department of 
• Chaplaincy and Spirituality

•  MHA Care Group - 
• Live at Home Schemes

•  MHA Care Group - Sir Halley Stewart 
• Age Awareness Project

•  National Spirituality and 
• Mental Health Forum

•  Outlook Trust

•  Salvation Army - Elderly Services Office

•  Simeon Trust

•  United Reformed Church - 
• Church and Society

•  VOX (Valuing Older eXperience)

Contents

Section 1

• National church-related organisations which are carrying out continuing work.



•  Abingdon - 
• MOP (Ministry with Older People)

•  Bedford - St Marks and Putnoe Heights 

•  Birmingham - Cotteridge Church

•  Eastbourne - Parche

•  Edinburgh - Mornngside United Church

•  Edinburgh - 
• St Cuthberts Episcopal Church

•  Faringdon - Older Persons Champions

•  Farnborough - 
• St Peter’s Holiday at Home 

•  Kirriemuir - The Glens and Kirriemuir 
• Old Parish Church

•  Leeds - 
• Caribbean Meals on Wheels service

•  Leeds - Faith in Elderly People, Leeds

•  Lincoln - The Order of St John Trust

•  Liverpool Knowsley - 
• Cornerstone Care Ltd 

•  London Bromley - CarePlus

•  London Cheam - 
• New Horizons Joint Project 

•  London Chelsea - Methodist Church 

•  London East Barnet - 
• Friend in Need Community Centre

•  London Munster Square - 
• Third Age Project, The Crypt Centre

•  London Purley - Christ Church

•  London Streatham - 
• Baptist Friendly Club

•  London Sutton - The Candlelight Group

•  London Twickenham - 
• St Stephen’s Church

•  London Walthamstow - 
• Wood Street Drop In Centre 

•  Loughborough - MINTOE 
• (Ministry to the Elderly)

•  Malmesbury Abbey - 
• May Moore Chaplaincy

•  Medway  Valley - Abbeyfield Society

•  Morecambe - CHIPS 
• (Christian Help in Partnership)

•  Newcastle upon Tyne - 
• Simeon and Anna

•  Nuneaton - Pastoral Care Project

•  Sheffield - Churches Together in 
• Broomhill and Broomhall 

•  Sheffield Churches Council 
• for Community Care 

•  Sudbury - 
• Holiday at Home and Meeting Plus

•  Whetstone, Leicestershire - 
• Holiday at Home

•  Winchester - St John’s

•  Wolverhampton - 
• Bilston Senior Citizens Link

Section 2

• Local organisations or projects in individual churches which are either innovative or 
• seen by local people as important enough to employ a paid worker.



Section 3

Diocesan and similar church bodies with a
particular interest in ageing issues

•  Birmingham URC District 

•  Canterbury and Rochester Diocesan 
• Church in Society

•  Chichester Diocese

•  Guildford Diocese 

•  Hereford Diocese

•  Lancaster URC District

•  Leicester Diocese

•  Lincoln Diocese

•  Liverpool Diocese 

•  London Diocese - Psalm

•  Oxford Diocese 

•  Sheffield Diocese

•  Winchester Diocese 

Section 4

Individuals working in this area but not
specifically mentioned in the entry for 
any organisation included in the 
earlier sections. 

•  Burton Jones, Julia

•  Butler, Canon Michael

•  Coleman, Professor Peter

•  Creber, Revd Arthur

•  De Carteret, Dr Althea

•  Eldred, Dr Janet

•  Goldsmith, Revd Malcolm

•  Goodall, Revd Margaret

•  Hammond, Gaynor

•  Hawley, Revd Graham

•  Howse, Kenneth

•  Jewell, Revd Albert

•  Lowis, Dr Mike

•  Merchant, Revd Rob

•  Mitchell, Bill

•  Moffitt,  Laraine

•  Mowat, Dr Harriet

•  Torrington, Dr Judith

•  Walker, Joanna

•  Wallace, Dr Daphne



Appendix

• Secular bodies identified during the research which are carrying out work of 
• relevance to the spiritual needs of older people.

•  Age Concern Scotland - Spiritual Care Working Group

•  Centre for the Study of Spirituality and Health

•  Counsel and Care

•  Dementia Voice, Bristol 

•  First Taste, Derbyshire

•  Help the Aged - Church Friends Network

•  National Association for Providers of Activities 

•  National Institute of Adult Continuing Education

•  Spirited Scotland

•  Spirituality and Dementia Special Interest Group



Name

Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Christian Council on Ageing

1

National with accommodation address in Derby

CCOA is a national ecumenical organisation which
focuses on the spiritual needs and development of
older people encouraging continued personal
development in later years. CCOA takes a positive
view of older people as a valuable resource in the
churches and in the community. This belief
underlies its specific aims of raising awareness that
older people can continue to develop personally
and spiritually; assisting older people in this task by
providing resources and support; promoting
examples of good practice; seeking to offer a
Christian insight to other agencies concerned with
ageing; encouraging and assisting the Christian
churches to develop improved pastoral care of their
older members.  It produces a number of
publications (available from CCOA Publications c/o
Epworth House, Stuart Street, Derby DE1 2EQ) and
a quarterly journal 'Plus'.
Christine Hodgson (Administrative Secretary)

6 The Ridgeway, Market Harborough, Leicestershire
LE16 7HQ
01858 432771

christian_council@btinternet.com
http://freespace.virgin.net/mike.lowis/CCOA
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Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Christian Council on Ageing Dementia Group

1

National based in Derbyshire

The Christian Council on Ageing Dementia Group is
a permanent multi-disciplinary ecumenical group
whose members include many experienced
professionals. Founded in 1990, it has developed a
network of those concerned with the spiritual
needs of people with dementia through a
newsletter published twice a year with a
circulation of over 350. It publishes a variety of
resources and set up two projects in Newcastle
upon Tyne to support those with dementia, their
families, carers and professionals who work 
with them.

Alison M Johnson (Secretary)

33 The Plain, Brailsford, Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire DE6 3BZ
01335 360591

http://rps.gn.apc.org/leveson/resources/study-ccoa.htm 
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Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Church Army

1

National with office in Sheffield

An important part of Church Army's work is with
older people in mission and evangelism and many
of its officers have a special ministry with older
people.  Its Focus Group for older people has
produced a Training Manual  'Older People and
Evangelism'. Michael Collyer is a full-time member
of the Sheffield Research Unit with the title
Researcher: Older People - Exploring evangelism,
spiritual needs and fresh expressions of church
among older people. He produces an Information
Bulletin and an ongoing series - Discovering Faith
in Later Life.

Captain Michael Collyer (Researcher: Older People)

43 Stoneacre Avenue, Sheffield S12 4NT

0114 248 4909 

m.collyer@churcharmy.org.uk
www.churcharmy.org.uk
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Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Conference of Religious Healthcare Services (CHS)

1

National based in London

The Conference of Religious in England and Wales
(COR) is an organisation providing support and
assistance to leaders of Roman Catholic and
Anglican religious orders. CHS is a new
development within COR providing healthcare
information and resources. It facilitates
collaborative initiatives among religious orders in
caring for those marginalised by age, frailty and
illness. It aims to promote the Gospel vision of
respect and care for all in the protection of
vulnerable adults. Training is offered to those
working with religious communities to provide
holistic care for elderly sick religious. CHS also
offers proactive health awareness and promotion
planned specifically for religious of all ages.

Sr Marianne Donnelly SSJA

Conference of Religious, PO Box 37602, 
The Ridgeway, London NW7 4XG
020 8201 1870
020 8201 1988
chs.cor@btconnect.com
www.corew.org
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Contact Fax

Contact Email
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MHA Care Group - 
Department of Chaplaincy and Spirituality
1
National based in Derby

MHA Care Group, a major voluntary provider of
housing and care services for over 6,500 older
people, ran the Centre for the Spirituality of Ageing
at St Monica's, Hinsley Hall, Leeds from 2000-2003
to provide resources and training in the area of
spirituality and ageing for ministers, pastoral
workers, volunteers and family members. The work
is now integrated into the Chaplaincy and
Spirituality Department of MHA. Their Director of
Chaplaincy and Spirituality, Revd Dr Keith Albans, 
is based at their national office in Derby and is
responsible for the pastoral care of staff, residents
and their relatives.  MHA aims to provide care
which considers the needs of the whole person and
endeavours to help older people improve their
quality of life. It offers support and stimulation to
enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, spiritual
and social potential.  

Revd Dr Keith Albans
MHA Care Group, Epworth House, 
Stuart Street, Derby DE1 2EQ
01332 296200
01332 296925
keith.albans@mha.org.uk
www.mha.org.uk
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Location
Purpose

Contact Name
Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

The National Spirituality and Mental Health Forum 
1
National based in London
The Forum was first formed in 2000 and grew out
of the small publication committee involved with
the former Health Education Authority in the
production of the Book ‘Promoting Mental Health -
The Role of Faith Communities - Jewish and
Christian Perspectives’ (1999). In its first years the
forum was administered under the auspices of the
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health in London,
presently it is being administered by the Jewish
Mental Health Alliance on behalf of all faith
communities. The last three years it has run in
parallel with the National Spirituality and Mental
Health Project directed by the DoH/NIMHE and 
The Mental Health Foundation joint partnership
directed by Professor Peter Gilbert. The purpose of
the Forum is to organise meetings with speakers, 
to disseminate knowledge to all interested in
spirituality and its importance in mental health
services. The coverage includes those in mental
health teams, universities, medical schools, health
institutes, societies and associations, voluntary
agencies, the Home Office and other relevant
government departments. 
Martin Aaron (Chair), Vicky Nicholls (Administrator)
Winston House, 2 Dollis Park, London N3 1BF 
020 8371 5888
020 8371 5666
Mentalhealthjsmh@aol.com
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Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

VOX  (Valuing Older eXperience)

1
National based in High Wycombe

This interdenominational network (formerly the
Reaching Older People Network of the Evangelical
Alliance) brings together organisations working
with older people.  VOX exists to envision
Christians to be a prophetic voice, demonstrating
the love of Jesus towards older people.  Its vision is
for a world that reflects God’s view of growing
older.

David Heydon (Secretary)

Outlook Trust, The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green,
High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3XL
01494 485222
01494 485222
vox@outlook-trust.org.uk
www.eauk.org/contentmanager/Content/vox.cfm
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Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Kirriemuir - The Glens and Kirriemuir Old Parish 

2

Kirriemuir

A Church of Scotland congregation offering
pastoral care in the form of visiting, listening and
offering support to all those who live in the parish
on their journey of life. The church raises money
locally to employ two paid pastoral assistants, one
of whom takes a particular interest in the work
with older people.

Christine Rooney (Pastoral Assistant)

20 Strathmore Avenue, Kirriemuir, Angus DD8 4DJ

01575 573724

malcolm@gkopc.co.uk
www.gkopc.co.uk
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Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

London Chelsea - Methodist Church

2

Chelsea

In 2000 a meeting was held for religious leaders in
the borough to talk about spirituality and the
needs of people with dementia. Thirty people
attended the event which was addressed by Jacky
Mortimer, freelance trainer and Sally Knocker (see
entry for National Providers of Activities). Positive
suggestions for action were made.  The church site
in Pimlico has been redeveloped in partnership with
MHA to create Bella Best House. As well as
apartments for sale, the Church is hoping to use
the communal space for worship and similar
activities.

Deacon Richard Goldstraw

Chelsea Methodist Church, 155a King's Road,
London SW3 5TX
020 7352 9305
020 7823 3301
richard@chelseamethodist.org.uk
www.chelseamethodist.org.uk
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Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

London Purley - Christ Church 

2

Purley

The Mid-Week Fellowship provides an outreach
programme to members of the congregation as
well as non-members. There is a monthly
programme of activities, outings and a Christmas
party and lunch. Relevant information about for
example Age Concern is given out at meetings and
pastoral visiting and home communions arranged.
There is also a monthly house group for older
people.

Jenny Hird (Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary)

Christ Church, Between 861 and 
863 Brighton Road, Purley CR8 2DN
020 8660 6669

jenny.hird@hotmail.com
www.christchurchpurley.org
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Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

London Sutton - The Candlelight Group

2

Sutton

The Candlelight Group is a weekly prayer group for
people with dementia which meets in a small room
at the Downs Day Hospital and is open to anyone
who wishes to join for prayer and reflection. It was
the brainchild of Patricia Higgins, who was the
nurse in charge and has a particular interest in the
spiritual dimension of care.  A booklet about the
project ‘Lighting the Way: spiritual and religious
care for those with dementia’ is available free by
sending an A5 SAE with a 46p stamp from Patricia
Higgins, 122 Park Lane, Wallington, Surrey SM6 0TL  

Revd Richard Allen (Chaplain)

Downs Day Hospital, Sutton Hospital, Cotswold
Road, Sutton, Surrey SM2 5NF
020 8296 3920

richard.allen@swlstg-tr.nhs.uk
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Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Newcastle upon Tyne - Simeon and Anna

2

Newcastle upon Tyne 
(and other parts of the north east)

Simeon and Anna aims to identify and respond to
the distinctive needs of older people, particularly
their spirituality. It helps churches and individuals
to understand the process of ageing and provides
counselling for individuals, retreats, conferences
and training for ministers, carers and others. It has
produced a 25-minute video ‘The wisdom of the
years’, price £10, with four sections: prayer and
spirituality; worship and change; the role of older
people in the church; illness and bereavement.

Revd Graham Keyes

1 East Avenue, Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 9PH

0191 259 9025

simeon.anna@btinternet.com
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Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Wolverhampton - Bilston Senior Citizens Link

2
Wolverhampton

St Leonards, part of the Bilston Team Ministry,
provides outreach services to older people across
the City of Wolverhampton. The Senior Citizens
Link Line now phones 1,500 isolated older people a
week and befrienders are also provided.  A booklet
‘Breaking the Bread of Community Involvement’
about the work is available price £5.00 plus £2.00
postage and packing from the address below.

Tracy Scarrett

St Leonard’s Church, Walsall Street, 
Bilston WW14 0AT
01902 403757
01902 401764
tracy@pobsp.org
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Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Canterbury and Rochester 
Diocesan Church in Society

3

Canterbury and Rochester

The dioceses previously employed Dot Hooker on a
part-time voluntary basis to raise awareness in
parishes and deaneries of issues concerned with
ageing. The Department is currently drawing up a
new strategy on later life ministry which should be
completed by Easter 2006.

Adrian Speller 

Church in Society, 2-3 Bedford Place, 
Maidstone Kent ME16 8JB 
01622 755014
01622 693531
adrian@csr.org.uk
www.rochester.anglican.org
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Location
Purpose

Contact Name 
Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

London Diocese - Psalm
3
London - St Pancras
PSALM (Project for Seniors And Lifelong Ministry) is
a small independent charity developing
opportunities for continuing work and ministry by
and for older people in London. This is mainly
conducted through the provision of lectures,
seminars and hands-on training. Training
programmes include a five-week pastoral care
course for active retired people (and others) who
wish to share in the pastoral and outreach work of
their local church, and a five-week course to train
volunteers to visit elderly people in their homes.
Seminars are held two or three times a year on
subjects which address the needs of both the frail
and the active amongst the older generation in
London and have included sessions on preparing for
retirement, aspects of loss, strokes, and the effects
of changing patterns of ageing on society. 
A network of parish workers/volunteers in London
focusing specifically on the needs of older people is
being developed and a modest resource centre has
been set up at St Pancras Church.

Ann Morisy
St Pancras Vicarage, 6 Sandwich Street,
London WC1H 9PL
020 7388 1461
020 7388 1461
office@stpancraschurch.org 
www.psalm.org.uk 
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Contact Email
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Burton Jones, Julia

4

Chislehurst

Julia Burton Jones previously worked for the
Relatives and Residents Association and completed
a project for Westminster Health Care on the needs
of relatives of residents living with dementia. Her
latest project, funded by the Department of Health,
explored the needs of married couples when one
partner goes into a care home. Her interest in the
spiritual needs of older people is reflected in her
book published in 1997 'Reflections on the Later
Years of Life'. She is now self-employed and
provides training in care home settings, on service
user involvement and dementia care. She also
facilitates residents’ meetings and assists homes to
find out residents’ views.

Julia Burton Jones

2 Cardinal Close, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6SA

020 8467 4405

jburtonjo@aol.com
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Contact Name
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Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Hawley, Revd Graham 

4

Stockport

Graham Hawley is a retired Methodist minister who
undertook an MA in Contextual Theology at
Manchester University. Using a qualitative
approach of individual interviews his title was 
'An investigation of the faith journeys of some
older pilgrims and their consequences for the
church'. He runs workshops in his District with
older pilgrims in their 70’s and 80’s.

Revd Graham Hawley

4 Riverside Court, Waters Edge, Marple Bridge,
Stockport, Cheshire SK6 5EY
0161 449 5647

margram@ntlworld.com
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Contact Name
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Contact Fax
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Lowis, Dr Mike

4

Northampton

A member of the CCOA Executive, Mike Lowis
undertook in conjunction with CCOA a research
project which investigated factors that might
influence the ease of transition of older people
from independent living to full-time residential
care, including the role of spiritual belief and faith.
In retirement from University College, Northampton
he continues to be interested in research
concerning older people.

Dr Mike Lowis

47 Allard Close, Northampton NN3 5LZ

01604 403578

mike.lowis@virgin.net
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Wallace, Dr Daphne

4

Earby

Daphne Wallace is a founder member of the
Dementia Group of the Christian Council on Ageing
and was for many years its chair. She is a trustee of
the Alzheimer’s Society and a member of the
committee of the Craven branch. She has spoken
on the spiritual needs of older people in various
settings including St Petersburg in Russia. She
contributed a chapter on ‘Spiritual Aspects of
Dementia’ in the book ‘Practical Management of
Dementia’ edited by Stephen Curran and John P
Wattis. She retired from a consultant post in Old
Age Psychiatry in 2000. She is involved in training
and speaks on spirituality in the Bradford diocese.

Dr Daphne Wallace

The Vicarage, Skipton Road, Earby, Barnoldswick, 
Lancashire BB18 6JL
01282 842291
01282 841608
daphne@drwallace.co.uk
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National Association for Providers of Activities 
for Older People

Appendix

London

NAPA believes that engagement in activity is
essential to the maintenance of physical and
psychological health and well-being. Its three-year
Growing with Age  project aimed to develop
possibilities for improved community links in care
settings including the encouragement of greater
involvement of local churches in care homes and
sheltered housing. A booklet ‘Creating Links
between Care Settings and Local Faith
Communities’ is now available.

Sylvie Silver (Strategic Director)

NAPA, Bondway Commercial Centre, 5th Floor Unit 
5.12, 71 Bondway, London SW1 8SQ
020 7078 9375
020 7735 9634
info@napa-activities.co.uk
www.napa-activities.net

Working with Older People                                      Appendix - N




